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PREFACE

This publication presents findings from the National Child
Care Survey in which approximately 7,650 fully
responding families with children under 12 years of age
participated during June 1993,

The survey collected information on existing child care
arrangements, and on the need for additional formal child
care. Information was also collected on parents’ working
arrangements in respect (o child care (in particular the care
of sick children) as well as employer assistance offered for
child care. This information will assist with understanding
the interaction of child care with work and family
responsibilitics.

Previpus Child Care Surveys have been conducted in
1969, 1973, 1977, 1980, 1984, 1987, and 1990.

The publication is divided into two sections:

® Section I—Use of Child Care highlights the number of
children using different types of child care and the
characteristics of these children and their parents. It
provides a summary of how much child care is used
and also comparcs the levels of usage of child care
with those found in previgus surveys,

® Section 2—Demand for Formal Child Care presents
the number of children for whom a requircment for
formal child care services was reported by their par-
ents. This section also describes concepts of demand
for child care and prescnts the data by a range of char-
acteristics; reason for care, labour force characteristics
of the parents, type of care and reasons for not requir-
ing carc or being able to get access to formal care,

Work and child care data items

Information collected on working arrangements used by
parents to assist them in the care of their children
—including assistance offered by employers and
arrangements working parents make to care for their
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children when sick—will be presented in a publication to
be released later this year. This publication is part of an
ABS statistical series being prepared for the International
Year of the Family. The publication is called Work and
Family Responsibilities (4422.0). It will also include
relevant information from other ABS surveys such as the
1992 Family Survey and the 1992 Time Use Survey. This
publication is expected to be released in August 1994,

Changes in survey estimation procedures

Please note that there has been a change in the procedure
used for estimating the mumber of families and parents
with children aged under 12 years for the 1993 survey.
This will affect comparisons with data from previous
surveys. Please refer to the Technical Note on Data
Reliability, for more information.

There has been no change in the procedure used for the
estimation of numbers of children under 12 years of age.
These figures can be directly compared with previous
survey results.

and other usages

estirnate subject to relative standard error in
excess of 25 per cent and should be treated with
caution

nil or rounded to zero
not applicable

Symbols
*

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may
occur between sums of the component items and totals.
Percentages published in tables are calculated prior to
rounding the figures and therefore some discrepancy may
¢xist between these percentages and those that would be
calculated from the rounded figures.

Please refer to the Technical Note on Data Reliability, for
an c¢xplanation of how to interpret standard errors and
relative standard errors.

TIAN CASTLES
Australian Statistician



SECTION 1. USE OF CHILD CARE

Summary

In June 1993, 1,504,900 children were involved in some
type of formal andior informal child care arrangement.
This represented 49 per cent of all children under 12 years
ol age. In 1990 and 1987 the percentage of children using
formal and/or informad care was 48 per cent and 53 per
cent respectively.

Formal child care is defined as care that is regulated and
occurs away from the child’s home, It includes Pre-school;
Before and Afier School Care Programs; Long Day Care
Centres; Family Day Care; Occasional Care and Other
Formal Care. For more information on each of these types
of care please refer to the Glossary.

Some 596,200 children vsed formal care in 1993,
representing 19 per cent of all children under 12 years of
age. In 1990 and 1987 the percentage of children using
formal care was 18 per cent and 16 per cent respectively.

The most commonly used type of formal care was
Pre-school with 236,900 children using this type of care
during the survey reference period. Some 40 per cent of
all children who used formal care attended Pre-school.
This was followed by Long Day Care, 146,700 (25%),
Before and After School Care Programs, 85,800 (14%),
Family Day Care, 80,700 (14%), Occasicnal Care, 50,000

(8%) and Other Formal Care, 30,000 (5%). Please note-

that children are able 10 use more than one type of care
so the percentages listed above will not total to 100 per
cent,

Informal child care is defined as non-reguiated care either
in the child's home or elsewhere. It includes care by (step)
brothers or sisters: care by relatives (including
non-custodial parents) and by non-relatives. For more
information please refer to the Glossary.

Informal care was the most common type of child care
arrangement used by Australian children and families.
Some 1,166,200 children used informal care arrangements
and this represented 38 per cent of all children under 12
years of age. The largest category of informal care was
care by other relatives, used by 707,100 children or 61 per
cent of children using informal care.

Since 1987 the percentage of children under 12 years of
age who used informal carc has only varied slightly from
I8 per cent in 1987 10 42 per cent in 1990 and 38 per
cent in 1993,

Results from the survey also showed that over one quarter
of a million children (257.500) used both formal and
informal care. This represents 8 per cent of all children
under 12 years of age.

Some 1,581,000 children or 51 per cent of all children
under 12 years of age used neither formal nor informal
care. These children may have been cared for by their
parents at all times, looked after themselves or may have

at fimes attended activities such as scouts/guides, church
or a sporting activity where care is not the main activity.

Regional differences

There were no major differences in the use of child care
across States and Territories except in the ACT where
usage rates were higher: 28 per cent of children used
format care, 45 per cent used informal care and 39 per
cent used neither formal nor informal care. This compares
with the national percentages of 19 per cent, 38 per cend
and 51 per cent respectively,

There were also no significant differences when
comparing child care usage between State capital cities
and the balance of Australia.

Age of children in care

The pattern of child care with regard to the age of children
reflects the type of care being used. For example, Before
and After School Care Programs are only used by children
aged 4 years and older, whercas Pre-school is used by
children aged § years and under.

Overall the greatest use of formal care was by children
aged 4 years; 183,600 children or 72 per cent of children
in this age group. Pre-school accounted for 79 per cent of
children aged 4 years who used formal care.

Children aged 3 years were the next largest age group
who used formal care; 47 per cent of children of this age
used formal care. Pre-school and Long Day Care were the
two major types of formal care used by children aged 3
years, accounting for 39 and 37 per cent respectively of 3
year olds who used formal care,

‘There was no major variation in the percentage of children

aged between 1 and 4 years who used informal care.
Between 42 and 44 per cent of children in each of these
ages used informal care, with care by other relatives being
the major type of informat care arrangement used.

The percentage of children who used neither formal nor
informal care varied markedly according to age. Among
children aged less than 1 year and children aged 6-11
years, 61 per cent uscd neither formal nor informal care,
Among 4 year olds the rate was as low as I8 per cent,

Labour force status of parents

The use of child carc varied according to the labour force
status of parents. Some 56 per cent of children who had
both parents employed full-time used informal care and 26
per cent used formal care. This is similar to those children
with both parents employed with at least one part-time; 49
per cent used informal care and 23 per cent used formal
care. For those children with at least one parent not in the
labour force the use of formal and informal care is
less—26 per cent used informal care and 15 per cent used
format care.



Chiidren who had both parenis employed full-time or both
parents cmployed with at least one part-time had the
lowest percentage of children using neither formal nor
informal care, 30 and 40 per cent respectively. In contrast,
over 60 per cent of children with at least one parent not
in the labour force used ncither formal nor informal care.

Reasons for using care

The two major reasens that children used formal care
were, that it was beneficial for the child, (44 per cent of
children who used formal carc) and work rclated reasons
(43%). Personal reasons accounted for 12 per cent of
children who used formal care,

Reasons relating to benefits for the child include ‘that the
care is good for the child™ and ‘to prepare the child for

school’. For 85 per cent of children who attended
Pre-school the main reason was that it was beneficial for
the child.

Work relaied reasons include parents working, looking for
work or studying/iraining for work. Children who attended
Before and After School Care Programs, Long Day Carc
and Family Day Care primarily used these types of care
for work related reasons. In particular, over 90 per cent of
children who used Before and After School Care Programs
used it for work related reasons.

The category relating to personal reasons includes parental
activities such as sport, shopping, social activitics and
giving parents a break or time alone. Qccastonal Care and
Other Formal Care were the two major types of care that
were used for parental personal reasons.

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO USED FORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON USED CARE BY TYPE OF FORMAL CARE,

Before and after schoel care program
Long day care centre

Family day care

Qccasional care

Pre-school

Mher formal care
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Work related (46%) and personal reasons (42%) were the
major rcasons parents gave for why their children used
informal care. The percentage of children who used
informal care because their parents worked, studied or

were looking for work varied according to the individual
types of informal care. It ranged from 53 per cent for care
by siblings, and 5t per cent for care by other persons to
43 per cent for care by other relatives.

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO USED INFORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON USED CARE BY TYFE OF INFORMAL

CARE, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
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Hours and number of days of care

The pattemn of usage varied between formal and informal
care. Qver 635 per cent of children who used informal care
did so for less than 10 hours per week, with 8 per cent
using it for over 35 hours per week. This compares with
formal care where 44 per cent of children attended for less
than 10 hours per weck and 8 per cent attended for more
than 35 hours per week. However, with formal care a
significant proportion also attended between 10-19 hours
per week (34 per cent) compared with informal care where
only 17 per cent of children used it for 10~9 hours per
week.

As well as (he pattern of usage varving between formal
and informal care it also varied between the different
types of formal care. Some 45 per cent of children who
used Long Day Care and 41 per cent who used Family
Day Care atiended for over 20 hours per week, whereas
aver 90 per cent of children who used Pre-school and over
95 per cent who used Occasional Care and Other Formal
Care attended for less than 20 hours per week.

The number of week days children attended care also
varies between formal and informal care. Over 40 per cent

- of children who attended informal care did so for one

week day, 16 per cent attended on two week days and
13 per cent for five week days. Also 16 per cent used
informal care on weekends only. Of those children who
used formal care. 2] per cent attended five week days,
20 per cent only one week day and 26 per cent two week
days. Less than 1 per cent of children who used formal
carc attcnded on weekends only,

Cost of care and weekly family income

The cost of care varied considerably between formal and
informal care. Over 80 per cent of children who used
informal care did so at no cost, compared with only
10 per cent of children who used formal care.

Just over 50 per cent of children who used formal carc
paid between $1 and $19 per week to use this type of care
and 10 per cent paid in excess of $60 per week to attend
formal care. The high proportion of parents who paid
between $1 and 319 per week for their children to attend
formal care is influenced by the different types of formal
care and the length of time and number of days that the
care is used.

In particular, the costs of attending Long Day Care and
Family Day Care were greater than for other types of care,
reflecting the natare of this type of care. Some 21 per cent
and 20 per cent of children who attended Long Day Care
and Family Day Care respectively paid over $60 per week
to attend. For the other types of formal care less than
5 per cent of children paid $60 per week to use these
types of formal care.

As weekly family income increased the proportion of
children who used formal care increased. For children in
families with a weekly family income of less than $160,
11 per cent used formal care compared with 29 per cent
of children in families with a weekly family income in
excess of $1,280. The pattem is similar again for children
who used informal care. However, as weekly family
income decreased, the proportion of children who used
neither formal nor informal care increased.



TABLE 1.1 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS

AUSTRALIA, 1987, 1990 AND 1993

June 1987 November 1990 June 1993
Number Proportion Number Proportion Number Proportion
Child care arrangements {' 006} fper cent) {'000) (per cent) { 060) {per cent)
Formal care only 264.0 9.1 278.0 9.3 338.7 1.0
Informal care only 915.1 317 1.018.1 339 908.7 20.4
Formal and informal care 191.3 6.6 252.5 B4 257.5 8.3
Total 1370.3 474 15485 5i6 1.504.9 488
Children who used oeither
formal nor informal care 1,517.6 52.5 1,455.2 48.4 1,581.0 512
Total chitdren 1,887.9 100.0 3,007 100.0 3,085.9 100.0
Total formal care (a) 455.2 15.7 530.4 17.6 596.2 19.3
Total mtormal care (b) 1,106.4 383 1,270.5 423 1,166.2 37.8

(a) Corﬁprises the categories of Fomal care only and Formal and informal care. (b} Comprises the categorics of Informal care only and Formal end informal carc.

TABLE 1.2 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: TYPE OF CARE BY STATES AND TERRITORIES, JUNE 1993

(*000)
Type of care NSW Vie. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Total
Formal care—
Before and after school care program 26.3 2i.8 14.8 119 5.2 *1.3 *0.4 4.2 85.8
Long day care centre 42.5 KEN | 40.8 10.5 11.3 3.8 2.4 2.3 146.7
Family day care 24.8 i8.1 13.5 8¢9 6.8 3.6 20 3.0 807
Occasional care 12.0 19.9 4.4 50 42 2.1 *0.3 2.0 50.0
Pre-school 828 522 42.4 17.3 326 29 2.8 39 236.9
Chher formal care 74 7.9 6.8 %23 4.5 *0.2 *0.2 *0.7 30.0
Total chiidren who used formal care (a) 187.3 I44 4 115.7 523 60.9 131 75 149 5062
Total children who used formal care only  111.4 75.8 69.7 27.1 329 8.4 4.8 8.7 338.7
Informal care—
Brother/sister/step care 533 376 28.1 11.4 187 34 2.3 4.3 159.1
Other relative 2354 186.9 116.6 63.6 689 20,6 4.8 10.3 F07.1
Other person 119.1 98.7 65.5 4.8 45.1 1.5 737 10.7 389.1
Tatal children who used informal care (b)) 379.7 2974 197.1 100.6 1235 208 14.5 237 1.766.2
Taotal children who used
informal care only 3038 2288 151.0 75.4 955 25.0 11.8 17.5 908.7
Children who used
neither formal nor informal care £57.3 350.1 279.8 114.3 1534 46.6 18.8 207 1,581.0
Total children {c) 1,045.5 7633 546.5 242.0 3098 84.7 381 831 30859

fay As chiidren may use more than one type of formal care the categories will not add to Total children who used formal care.

type of informal care the calegones will not add (0 Total children who used informal care.

informal care only and Children who used neither formal nor informal care.

{b] As children may use more than one
(¢} Comprises Total children who used formal care, Total children who used



TABLE 1.3 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: TYPE OF CARE BY AGE OF CHILD, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
(1000)

Age of child (years)

Less Six to
Type of care than one One Two Three Four Five eleven Total
Formal care—
Before and afier school care program —_ — — — *1.8 9.5 74.6 85,8
Long day care centre 52 217 M5 45.3 30.2 6.6 *3.1 146.7
Family day care 6.2 12.4 15.6 15.4 12.3 4.7 14.] 80.7
Occasional care *2.0 7.3 12.6 156 7.0 *1.8 *37 0.0
Pre-schoal —_ *0.2 *1.7 479 144.6 425 —_ 236.9
(ther furmnal care *31.9 4.4 7.8 6.8 4.7 *14 *1.0 ann
Total children who wsed
formal care (a) 172 453 659.8 1232 1836 62.8 942 5862
Total children who used
formal care only 10.2 259 41.4 69.2 93.1 377 55.1 3387
Informal care—
Brother/rister/siep care *2.4 35 *32 6.1 6.7 92 128.1 159.1
Other relative 71.6 8312 83.2 75.5 712 54.1 268.2 707.1
Other person 21.5 322 32z 359 421 5.2 190.0 389.1
Total children who used
informal care (b} 91.8 126 1098 1104 1105 019 5393 1.1662
Total children who used
informal care only 849 932 814 56.4 259 66.8 500.2 908.7
Children who used
neither formal nor informal care 1613 116.0 109.5 80.0 45.8 124.5 943.8 1,381.0
Total children {c} 263.3 2546 260.7 259.6 2553 254.0 1,5383 30859

{2} As children may use more than onc type of formal care the categories will not add to Total children who uscd formal care.  {b) As children may use more than one
type of informal care 1he categories will not add to Total children who used informal care. (¢} Compnses Tota! children who used formal care, Total children who used
informal care only and Children who used ncither formal nor informal care.



TABLE 1.4 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: TYPE OF CARE BY WHETHER CHILD ATTENDS SCHOOL, AUSTRALIA,

JUNE 1993
(°000)
Aged 4-5 years Aged 611 years Aged 4—11 years
Less than Attending Not attending Attending Not anending Atrending Not antending Total
Type of care 4 vears old sehool sehool school school school school children
Formal care—
Before and after school
care program — 11.0 *0.2 4.6 — 85,6 *0.2 85.8
Long day care centre 106.8 *2.2 4.6 *31 — 5.4 34.6 146.7
Family day care 49.6 *32 13.8 14.1 — 17.3 13.8 80.7
Occasional care 37.6 *0.2 8.6 *1.6 *0.1 *18 8.7 S0.0
Pre-school 49.8 —_ 187.1 —_ — — 187.1 236.9
(nher formal care 22.9 *1.1 4.9 *1.0 — *2.1 4.9 3000
Tatal children who used
formal care 1a) 2555 74 2290 o2 *Q.1 1116 22¢.1 5962
Total children who used
formal care only 146.8 g4 127.3 55.1 — 64.5 127.3 338.7
Informal care—
Brother/sister/siep care 15.2 N g1 128.1 — 135.8 8.1 159.1
Other rzlative 31346 46.4 79.0 268.1 *{.1 314.4 79.1 707.1
Other person 121.8 26.4 508 189.8 *0.2 216.3 51.0 389.1
Total children who nsed
informal care (b) 424.5 74.5 127.8 5391 *32 6136 1281 14662
Total children whao used
informal care only 315.8 66.5 26.1 S00.1 *2 566.6 26.3 908.7
Children who used
neither formal nor informal care 466.9 126.9 433 943.3 *0.5 1,070.2 43.9 1.581.0
Total children (c) 1,038.2 210.8 298.5 1,537.6 *0.8 1,748.4 2993 10859

{a] As children may use more than one type of formal care the categories will not add to Total children who used formal care.  (b) As children may use more than one
type of informal care the categonics will not add te Total children who used informal care.  (¢) Comprises Total children who used format care, Total children who used
informal care only and Children who used neither formal nor informal care.



TABLE 1.5 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: TYPE OF CARE BY LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA,
JUNE 1993
(000}

Labowr force status of parents

Both parents Both parents One parent One parens i
Bath parents employed  in labour force employed unemployed Both parents
employed at least one at least one other not in ather not in not in the
Type of care fuli-time (a} part-time (@)  unemployed (a) the labour force the labour force labowr force (a) Totat
Formal care—
Before and afier
school care program 42.7 330 *1.3 *3.6 *(.2 5.0 85.8
Long day care centre 36.2 54.4 9.2 273 52 14.5 146.7
Family day care 25.3 351 *32 8.3 *0.9 8.0 80.7
Occasional care *33 i7.1 *1.8 20.1 *3.7 3.0 50.0
Pre-school 19.5 749 13.9 920 13.4 23.2 2369
Other formal care *1.1 79 *(.7 174 *0.3 *2.7 n.o
Total children who used
formal care (b) 1225 207.1 204 1611 220 54.1 5862
Total cidren who used
formal carc only 65.6 987 17.9 105.9 14.7 358 338.7
Informal care—
Brother/sister/siecp care 50.1 579 12.4 23.0 4.7 10.3 159.1
Other relative 141.3 2486 452 1723 26.0 3.7 7.1
Other person 94.2 166.7 15.3 80.8 6.9 25.3 389.1
Total children who used
informal care (r) 263.3 4336 67.8 2610 36.4 104.1 11662
Total children who used
informal care only 206.4 325.2 56.3 205.9 29.1 85.8 908.7
Children whe used neither
formal nor inforrnal care 139.6 350.3 ]l_}S.S 661.5 119.¢ 204.9 1,581.0
Total children (d) 468.4 882.6 191.5 1,028.5 170.1 344.8 3,085.9
{a) Includes one parent families. (b} As children may use more than one type of formal care the categones will not add to Total children who used formal care. (£} As

children may use more than ong iype of informal care the categories will not add to Total children who used informal care.

care, Total children who used informal care only and Children who used neither formal nor informal care.

(d) Comprises Tatal children who used formal



TABLE 1.6 CHILDREN UNDER i2 YEARS OF AGE: TYPE OF CARE BY WEEKLY FAMILY INCOME, AUSTRALIA,
JUNE 1993
(°000)

Weekly family income

: Don't
Less than 3160 0  $320t0 348030 364030 3800 to 81040 1o $1.280 knowi
Type of care Si60 33710 470 So639 $70¢ $1,039 81279 and over Not stated Total
Formal care—
Before and after
schoaol care program *0.1 6.5 9.3 g.1 10.7 139 12.2 225 *1.6 85.8
Lang day care centre *1.9 224 214 25.0 20.6 202 13.5 18.2 *3.6 146.7
Family day care *1.0 9.7 128 .2 8.9 16.0 13.2 8.0 *2.8 BT
Qccasional care *0.4 5.8 12.3 1.6 5.8 7.6 *4.5 4.8 *1.0 50.0
Pre-school *4.1 326 433 44.1 30.0 339 17.8 20.5 . 107 236.9
Other formal care *0.1 *2.6 *3.7 5.3 *4.1 *29 *36 5.8 *1.9 30.0
Towal children who used
formal care 1a) 7.6 746 96.6 948 77.0 892 61.3 751 20.1 5902
Total children who used
formal care only 54 446 63.7 51.7 41.0 51.0 34.7 34.3 12.2 338.7
Informal care—
Brother/sister/siep care *3.1 16.5 225 24.3 193 26.5 19.1 214 6.4 159.1
Other relative 145 110.0 112.7 121.0 99.7 112.6 49.7 65.0 209 707.1
Other person *35 398 40.2 £8.1 £3.4 £2.9 479 H)LE 12.9 349.1
Toral children who used
informal care (b} 24 1554 163.7 1895 160.7 i87.7 1073 1445 373 11662
Total children who used
informal care only 18.3 125.0 130.7 146.4 124.7 149.6 30.7 103.8 29.5 9087
Children whu used ncither
formal nor mformal care 430 251.6 3317 296.5 203.8 180.3 100.1 84.4 294 1,581.0
Total children {c) 68.9 451.2 559.1 537.6 405.6 419.1 242.1 2633 139.0 3,085.9

(a) As children may use morc than one type of formal care the categories will not add to Total children who used formal care. (b} As children may use more than one
type of informal care the categories witl not add to Total children who used informal care.  (¢) Comprises Total children who used formal care, Total children who used
informal care only and {Children who used neither formal nor informal care.



TABLE 1.7 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: TYPE OF CARE BY FAMILY TYPE, MAIN LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME
AND AREA OF USUAL RESIDENCE, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993

(*000)
Family type Main language spoken at home Area of usual residence
One Two State capital . Balance of
Type of care parent paren! English Other cities Australia Total
Formal carg—
Before and after school care program 19.6 66.2 779 1.9 66.1 19.8 858
Long day care centre 30.5 116.2 133.2 13.5 96.8 50.0 146.7
Family day care 19.9 60.9 74.0 6.8 46.4 34.3 80.7
Occasional care 49 45.0 45.0 4.9 328 17.2 50.0
Pre-school 27.7 209.2 2183 18.6 136.7 100.2 236.9
Other formal care 27 27.3 293 =7 20.9 9.0 30.0
Total childrern who used
formal care (a) 97.8 498 4 544 8 514 3791 2i7.4 506.2
Total children who used
formal care only 48.5 190.2 £ ) 37.1 21213 117.3 338.7
Informal carc—
Brotherfsister/sicp care 221 137.0 142 4 16.7 90.7 68.5 159.1
Other relative 1384 368.7 6428 64.4 412.4 2948 707.1
Other person 60.8 3283 369.5 19.5 2273 161.7 389.1
Toial children who used
informal care {b) 198.06 967.6 10684 978 6832 486.1 I.16062
Tnal children who used
informal care only 149.3 759.5 8252 83.5 522.4 386.3 908.7
Chaldren who used neither
formal nor informal care 1422 1,398.8 1,350.4 2306 936.9 644.1 1,581.0
Total chlldren {c) 429.2 1,656.7 2,7204 365.5 1,838.4 1,247.5 3,085.9

{a) As children may use mare than one type of formal care the categories will not add to Total chaldren who used formal care.
type of informal care the categories will not add to Total children who used informal care.

informal are only and Children who used noither formal nor informal care.

(b} As children may use more than one
ic; Comprises Total children who used formal care, Total children who used
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TABLE 1.8 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE IN COUPLE FAMILIES: TYPE OF CARE BY WEEKLY HOURS WORKED BY
EACH PARENT, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
(000)

Weeldy hours worked by father

Less than 41 Total Not
Type of care 16 10-29 30-34 3540 or more empioved empioyed Total
Formal care—
Before and after school care program  *2.8 *1.4 *3.0 19.7 35.7 62.6 *3.7 66.2
Long day care cemire 58 5.0 7.5 37.8 46.7 102.3 13.3 116.2
Family day care *2.6 *2.5 *3.7 22.3 26,7 57.8 *3.0 60.9
Occasional care *3.2 *2.1 .3 13.0 219 409 *4.1 45.0
Pre-school 8.4 5.8 9.2 8.0 102.2 183.7 25.5 205.2
Other fonmal care *1.0 *1.7 *).8 84 14.3 26.2 *1.1 27.3
Iotal children who used
Sformal care (a) 227 174 237 1518 2348 4504 48.0 498 4
Total children who usexd
formal care only 13.4 il.3 16.2 914 124.9 2572 33.0 290.2
Informal care—
Brother/sister/step care 6.9 4.6 8.0 36.2 69.4 125.0 12.0 137.0
(Mher relative 2316 19.1 272 1647 276.3 5109 57.8 568.7
Other person 16.5 i3.3 16.1 91.7 174.8 3124 159 3283
Total children
whe wsed informal care {b) 444 338 482 278.1 481.7 8862 814 967.6
Total children who used
informal care only 351 278 40.8 217.6 371.8 693.0 66.4 759.5
Children who used neither
formal nor informal care 727 66.5 68.2 404.8 5353 1,147.5 251.3 1,3G8.8
Total children in couple families (c) 130.6 111.6 132.6 774.3 1,141.8 2,290.9 365.8 2,656.7

Weekly hours worked by maother

Less than &1 Total Net
Tupe of care 16 16-29 30-34 3540 or more employed emploved Total
Formal care—
Befere and afier school care program 7.4 18.5 58 21.t 9.5 62.3 *39 66.2
Long day care cemire 204 224 9.2 19.5 7.3 78.7 375 116.2
Family day care 1L.8 15.8 72 114 4.6 50.9 9.9 60.9
Occasional care 0.1 50 *l.6 *2.6 *0.2 19.6 254 45.0
Pre-schoot 40.4 309 53. 8.7 6.0 914 117.8 200.2
Other formal care 5.4 *1.4 *1.6 0.5 — 8.9 18.4 27.3
Total children who used
formal care {a) 90.2 87.7 2982 61.1 26.6 2048 2036 498 4
Total children who used
formal care anly 459 439 14.3 369 14.5 155.5 134.7 200.2
Informal care—
Brother/sislerfsiep care 22.9 29.2 10.5 239 15.5 102.1 34.9 137.0
Other relative 1207 92.2 0.7 63.1 38.0 1447 224.0 568.7
Other person 66.1 73.7 24.3 42.8 23.8 230.8 975 328.3
Total children who used
informal care (b) 1970 1773 617 1229 69.6 628.6 33948 967.6
Total children who used
informal care only 152.7 133.7 46.8 98.6 515 489.3 270.1 759.5
Children who used neither
formal nor informal care 204.5 131.2 6.4 76.0 42.6 490.7 90K.1 1,398.8
Total children in couple families {c)  447.4 Ly ek 124 235.7 126.7 1,274.8 1,381.9 2,656.7

{a) As children may use more than ong type of formai care the categories will not add to Total children who used (ommal care.  {b) As children may use more than one
type of informal care the calegories will not add to Total children who vsed informal care. (¢) Comprises Total children who vsed formal care, Total childeen whe used
informal care anly and Children who used ncither formal nor informal care.
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TARLE 1.9 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO USED FORMAL AND/OR INFORMAL CARE: TYPE OF CARE BY

WEEKLY HOURS OF CARE, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993

(*000)
Weekly hours of care
Less 45 or
Type of care than § 5-9 10-19 20-29 30-34 25-39 4044 more Totat
Fommal care—
Before and after school care program 38.9 213 22.1 *33 *0.2 — — — 858
Long day carc centre *4.0 26.4 50.1 251 9.3 79 123 I16 146.7
Family day care 9.0 16.4 221 155 6.5 *1.8 *4.3 5.0 80.7
Occasional care 34.1 10.6 4.7 *L6 — — — —_ 50.0
Pre-school 30.7 305 108.4 10.4 54 *).5 *0.5 *0).5 236.9
Other formal care 239 *28 *2.7 0.2 — *0.2 — *0.2 30.0
Total children who wsed formal care (a) 1208 1440 2031 57.6 2135 130 178 185 386.2
Total children who used
formal care only (a) 82.1 76.3 109.4 39.4 15.4 8.9 13.7 13.5 3387
Informai care—
Brother/sister/step care 104.2 37.3 15.1 *1.2 — — — *1.2 159.1
Other relative 288.3 140,2 120.4 67.3 19.2 10.3 14.3 47.0 707.1
Other person 193.7 92.6 54.0 222 5.8 4.8 53 10.8 3891
Total children who used
informal care {h) 504.0 2551 1926 919 26.1 178 185 610 1.166.2
Total children who used
nfommal care only (b) 1924 192.2 150.2 68.7 20.5 15.1 i59 536 908.7
Total children who used
formal and/or informal care (c) 463.1 3084 353.2 158.3 529 340 414 935 1,504.9

fa) Where a child attends more than one type of formal car the hours are added tagether.

added together. (¢} Where a child autends more than one type of care the hours are added together.

(b) Where a child attends more than one (ype of informal caze the hours arc

TABLE 1.10 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO- USED FORMAL AND/OR INFORMAL CARE: TYPE OF CARE BY
NUMBER OF DAYS CARE USED, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
('000)

Number of weekdays care used (a)

Weekends One day Two days Three days Four days Five days
Type of care only a week a week a week a week a week Tontal
Formal care—
Before and after school care program —_ i8.0 14.5 157 7.8 29.8 85.8
Long day care centre —_ 26.2 44.2 22.4 14.1 40.0 1467
Family day care *0.3 16.1 178 12.5 13.1 209 80.7
Occasional care 324 10.3 *33 *1.4 *2.1 30.0
Pre-school —_ 5.8 70.9 493 51.2 29.7 236.9
Other formal care *1.6 16.7 6.7 *33 *0.8 *0.8 30.0
Toral children who used
formal care (b) *F7 1183 1562 1056 87.8 125.7 396.2
Total children who used
formal care only (b) *1.6 57.9 83.0 57.4 51.2 87.6 3138.7
Informal care—
Brother/sister/step care 19.7 64.8 23.2 13.5 11.7 26.2 156.1
Other relative 129.1 306.1 109.2 48.0 25.9 338 7.1
Other person 55.0 182.8 63.0 30.1 8.9 39.2 389.1
Toral children who used
informal care (c) 180.8 4765 1914 1012 509 156.6 1,166.2
Total children who used
informal care onfy (c) 1349 354.8 141.7 82.2 49.2 140.9 908.7
Total children who used
formal and/er informal care (d) 1414 4264 276.8 200.9 150.0 309.4 1,504.9

ta) Where a child attends care on both weckdays and weekends they are recorded only under the relevant number of weekdays. (B) Where a child attends more than cne

type of formal care the number of days are added together.

(d) Where a child attcnds more than one type of carc the number of days are added together.

{£) Where a child attends more than one type

of informal care the number of days are added together.
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TABLE 1.11 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO USED FORMAL AND/OR INFORMAL CARE: TYPE OF CARE RY
WEEKLY COST OF CARE, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993

(000)
Weekly cost of care
$! to 310 0 $20 to $40 o S0 1o $80 10 - 3100 Not
Type of care No cost ¥o £9 $39 $59 79 399 or more stated Total
Formal care—
Before and after school carc program *3.6 33.0 23.5 17.7 6.4 *).6 *0.1 2 0.7 85.8
Long day carc centre *1.5 223 321 380 214 8.2 6.2 16.7 *0.4 146.7
Famnily day care *23 18.7 16.2 17.2 9.7 7.1 *36 53 0.6 807
Qccasivnal care *4.2 31.1 8.7 *4.1 *0.5 )6 *7 —_ — 50.0
Pre-school 43.7 96.5 456 296 133 4.7 *1.1 *2.1 *0.3 236.9
Other formal care 1.2 14.0 *1.3 *2.4 *0.5 — — —_ — N0
Tawat children who
used formal care {a) 578 1959 206 1096 543 225 12 252 2.0 5902
Total children who used
formal care only {a) 334 104.8 69.1 59.1 324 134 7.7 17.1 *1.6 338.7
Informal care—
Brother/fuisterfstep care 154.7 2.2 *1.4 *0.3 *0.6 — — —— — 156.1
Other reiative &70.0 52 62 9.0 6.1 *2.2 *1.9 *2.3 *4. 4 707.1
Other person 219.6 337 43.4 44.0 226 8.6 1.0 10.4 *2.9 389.1
Total children who used
informal care (b} 956.9 401 503 534 294 111 58 126 70 1662
Total children who used
informal care only ) 751.3 296 36.9 189 22.0 89 4.8 9.9 6.3 908.7
Total children who used
formal and/or informal care (c} 80319 2123 154.9 1529 787 M5 194 39.2 9.0 1,504.9

{a) Where a child atterds more than one type of formal care the costs are added togsther. (h) Where 2 child stiends more than onc 1ype of informal care the costs are
added together. {¢) Where a child attends more than one type of carr the costs are added together.

TABLE 1.12 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO USED FORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON USED CARE BY TYPE OF
FORMAL CARE, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
("000)

Main reason used formal care

Waork Beneficial
Type of formal care refated Personal Jfor child Other Total
Before and after schuol care program 78.5 - *4.1 *2.0 *1.3 85.8
Long day care centre 91.7 172 36.5 *1.2 146.7
Family day care 63.0 104 6.5 *0.7 80.7
QOccasional care 13.1 18.2 17.9 *0.7 50.0
Pre-school 21.6 100 2017 *3.6 236.9
Other formal care *17 207 4.8 *0.7 0.0
Total children whe vsed formal care (a) 255.5 72.9 260.0 7.9 5%96.2

{a} As children may use maore than one type of formal care the categories will not add to Toral children who uscd farmal care.

TABLE 1.13 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO USED INFORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON USED CARE BY TYPE OF
INFORMAL CARE, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
(000)

Main reason used informal care

Work Beneficial
Type of informal care related Personal Jor child Other Total
Brother/sister/step care 84.5 637 *316 1.3 159.1
Other relative 306.1 305.1 33.0 63.0 1071
Other person 199.3 147.0 24.1 18.8 386.1
Total children who used informal care (a} 539.2 489.6 5583 821 1,166.2

{a} As children may use more than one type of informal care the categories will not add to Total children who used informal care,
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SECTION 2. DEMAND FOR FORMAL CHILD CARE

Influences on demand

The market for formal child care in Australia is
characterised by a mixture of public and private provision,
with govermment subsidics affecting prices paid by a good
proportion of familics who consume child care services.
The level of supply is thus affected very much by the
level of subsidised services which governments choose to
provide, In such a setting, both governments and the
community shate an interest in indicators of the level of
demand. which can inform policy debate and decisions
about the level of public provision.

As has been described in Chapter 1, the level of usage of
child care services is higher for children whose parents are
engaged in employment, particularly full-time
employment, than for children with at least one parent not
employed or not in the Iabour force. Usage of formal care
follows this pattern, with proportions of children in receipt
of formal care, ranging from 26 per cent for those with
both parents employed full-time to 13 per cent for those
with one parent unemployed and the other not in the
labour force, as the following chart shows.

CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: USE OF FORMAL CARE BY LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA,
JUNE 1993

Both parents employed full-time {a}

Both parents employed, at least one part-time (a)

Both parerts in labour force, at least one unemployedd (a)
Ome parent employed, other not in the labour force

One parent unemployed, other not in the labour force

Bath parents not in the lahour force (a)

. Y
o -
________________________________ ®
B
.......................... »
________________________________ Py
] T T
0 10 20 30
Per cent

fa; Inciudes one parenl lanulies.

This suggests that relevant indicators of demand for child
care would include the labour force status of parents.
While males in familics with children aged under 15 years
have maintained labour force participation rates at around
95 per cent over the period 1987 to 1993, the period
covered by the last three Child Care Surveys, there has
been a gencrally increasing trend for females. ABS labour
force figures show the participation rate for females in
families with children increasing from 53 per cent in 1987
to a pcak of 59 per cent in 1990, then easing back with
the economic downtum to 57 per cent in 1993.

As figures in Table 1.8 have shown, the proportion of
children receiving formal child care is generally higher
where parents, especially mothers, work longer hours.

. Thus trends in parents participating in full-time or

part-time work are also likely to be useful indicators of
the demand for child care. In line with rends in labour
force participation, proportions of females in families with
children working both full-time and part-time rose 10 a
peak in 1990 and have since declined, but remain higher
than in 1987,
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LABOUR FORCE STATUS OF WOMEN IN FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 0-14 YEARS, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1987 TO 1993
(Proportion of civilian population}

——
- ——— — —=

T T T T T
1987 1988 1989 1850 1991

Source; ABS Labowr Force Surveys, fune cach year.

Demand measurement in Child Care Surveys

Indicators of demand for formal child care services have
been collected in Child Care Surveys conducted by the
ABS. As in the 1990 survey, the 1993 survey asked
parents whether they would have liked to use any, or
additional. formal care services in the four weeks
preceding the survey.

However, additional requirements for child care identified
in responsc 10 a survey question will not necessarily ail be
of the kind that would attract increased public provision
of child carc services. They fit into the category of
demand that Bradshaw' describes as felt need, that is a
requirement as articulated by an individual, judging his or
her own circumstances. The extent to which the individual
values expressed in felt need are shared by the commumity
will affect the public responsce. Nevertheless, changes over
time in the level of felt need have a place in informing
debate about demand for services and are reported in this
chapter (Table 2.1).

A limitation of using felt need as an unqualified measure
of demand for a service is that it does not indicate under
what conditions the demand would become effective.
Further information gathered in child care surveys has
been designed to address this as far as is possible. Thus if
formal care was reguired, parents were then asked what
type of care was required for their children, and how
much. Il formal care wasn’t required. parents were asked
why they didn’t need this type of care. Parents who stated
they had a reguirement for formal care were also asked
whether the care was available to be used during the four
week reference period. If they reported that the care was
available, thcy were then asked why they didn't use it.
Reasons given could include, for example, cost, distance

Per cent

- 60

- 40
—— Empioyed fuli-time

---------------- Employed part-time

— — - In labour force

- 20

-0

T 1
1992 1993

to the service and the child’s age (too young or too old).
If respondents said that the service wasn’t available, they
were asked the main reason why they perceived it as
being unavailable. The reasons given include that none
existed in the area or that they didn’t know of any in the
arca, that they were booked out, or other reasons such as
cosl, distance or access to transport, and again that the
child was too young or 100 old. Results from such
questions are reported in this chapier.

A demand measure can also be derived by reference to
minimum standards of social provision established by
policy makers and relevant experts. This is referred to as
normative need because it is based on established norms

. or values. Information from the Child Care Survey on the

family size and income of those using formal care enables
the impact of such norms as exist in service eligibility
criteria to be observed.

Bradshaw’s typology of social need also includes concepts
of expressed need, based on action taken by individuals
and comparative need, where relative standands applying
to groups in society are established. None of these
measures alone is capable of giving an accuratc measure
of the broad and complex nature of social need. Policy
makers depend on a range of measures in order to plan
service levels and to target delivery. These must also be
related to criteria for using a particular service and who
this service is aimed at. Data from this survey can be built
into complex models and resource allocation formulas in
order to assist the policy making decision process. The
following results highlight some of the main findings from
the survey.

1 Bradshaw J (1972) The concept of social need New Society 19:496:640—43



Summary

Table 2.1 reports the felt need for formal child care, Some
4809.200 or 16 per cent of children under 12 years of age
were reporied to require formal care. The requirement for
formal care was greater for children who were not atready
receiving some type of formal care. Nearly three quarters
of children for whom there was a requirement for formal
care reported, were not already using formal care.

Between 1990 and 1993 there has been no significant
change in the felt need for formal care. In 1990, 17 per
cent of all children had a need for formal care reported,
comparcd with 16 per cent in 1993,

Parental work remains the single largest reason for
requiring formal care. With 156,600 or 32 per cemt of
children requiring formal care for this reason. This was
followed by the reason of giving parents a break/time
alone, 102,400 or 2i per cent. This compares with 1990
where 31 per cent required care for parental work reasons
and I8 per cent to give parents a break/ftime alone.

Occasional Care was required for more children than any
other type of formal care, (39 per cent of children who
required formal care), followed by Before and After
School Care Programs with 26 per cent. This follows the
same pattemn as in 1990, when Other Formal Care (which
included Occasional Care) and Before and After School
Care Programs were also the major two types of formal
care required by parents for their children,

Labour force status of parents

For those children with both parcns in the labour force,
18 per cent required formal care, while for those children
with only onc or no parcnts in the labour force, 14 per
cent required formal care.

There was also a difference in the type of care required
between those children with both parents in the labour
force and those with only one or no parents in the labour
force. Beforc and After School Care Programs was the
major type of care required for children with both parents
in the labour force (35 per cent of children in this
category), while 48 per cent of children with one or no
parenis in the labour force required Occasional Care.

15

Age

Children aged 1-4 years have the greatest requirement for
formal care with over 20 per cent of children in each of
these ages requiring care. In particular Qccasional Care
and Long Day Care were the main two types of formal
care required, accounting for 70 per cent of the formal
care requirements for children aged 1-4 years,

For children aged 6 to 11 years the major two types of
care requircd were Before and After School Care
Programs and Occasional Care. These two types of care
accounted for 84 per cent of the formal care required by
children of this age.

Reasons for not using the formal care that was
required

Parents of those children whose requirements for formal
care were not met, were asked whether the required
formal care was available in the four weeks prior 1o the
survey and if so, why they didn’t use it and if it was not
available why it was unavailable.

For 205,000 children the reasons for not using formal care
when it was required was that parents stated; ‘none
existed in the area/don’t know of any in the area’ (134,200
children) and ‘didn’t know whether care was available’
(70,700 children). These two accounted for 42 per cent of
all children who required formal care.

The next most common reasons for not using formal care
that was required were; “booked out no places’, 81,200
children (17 per cent of children who required formal
care) and ‘cost/too expensive’, 72,800 children (15 per
cent of children who required formal care).

Reasons why children didn’t require formal care
The major reason why children didn’t require formal care

- was that parents stated they had ‘no need’; 1,686,600

children or 65 per cent of children who didn’t require
formal care. This was followed by ‘prefer to look after
child’; 476,300 children or 18 per cent and ‘child too
young/old™; 131,500 children or 5 per cent.
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TABLE 2.1 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: WHETHER (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE REQUIRED, AUSTRALIA,

1990 AND 1993
November 199G June 1993
Whether (additional) Number Proportion Number Proportion
formal care requiired {000) {per cent) (1 000) {per cent)
{Additional)y Fermal care required—
Currently use formal care 117.5 3.9 1254 4.1
Currently use informal care only 215.5 7.2 175.3 57
Use neither formal nor informal care 181.1 6.0 188.6 6.1
Tonal, (additional) formal care required 514.1 7.1 4892 i59
No (additional) formal care required—
Currently use formal care 4129 13.7 470.8 15.3
Currently use mmformal care only 802.6 267 T334 238
Use neither formal nor informal care 1,274.1 424 1,352.4 45.1
Tota!, no (additional) formal care required 24806 82.9 2.596.7 84.1
Tatal children 3,003.7 100.0 3,085.9 100.0¢

TABLE 2.2 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO REQUIRED (ADDITIONAL)} FORMAL CARE
(ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE REQUIRED, AUSTRALIA, 1990 AND 1993

: MAIN TYPE OF

November 1990 June 1993
Muin type of (additional) Number Proportion Numnber Proportion
Jormal care reguired {*000) (per cent) {000) {per cent)
Before and after school care pragram 123.8 25.1 125.1 25.6
Long day care centre 89.3 17.4 63.8 13.0
Family day care 75.7 14.7 60.2 12.3
Occasional care (a) .. N 191.8 39.2
Pre-school 54.3 10.6 0.0 6.1
{nher formal care (a) 166.0 32.3 18.3 3.7
Total children who required (additional) formal care 514.1 1000 489.2 100.0

{a) Occasional care was not separately identified in the 1990 survey, it was part of the category ‘Other lomnal care’.

TABLE 2.3 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO REQUIRED (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON
{ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE IS REQUIRED, AUSTRALIA, 19% AND 1993

November {990 June 1993
Main reason (additional) Number Proportion Nignber Proportion
formal care required {000} (per cent) {'600) {per ceni)
Work related reasons—
Work 158.6 09 156.6 320
Looking for work 16.8 33 9.6 2.0
Studying/iraining for work 18.2 35 19.9 4.1
Total work related reasons 1936 377 1862 38.4
Personal reasons—
Sport 120 23 14.9 o
Shopping 62.7 122 50.4 10.3
Entertainment/social activity 209 4.1 12.5 2.
Give pareats a breakAime alone 20.8 17.7 102.4 209
Voluntary fcommunity activity 9.0 1.8 *2.8 *0.6
Care for relatives *4.3 *0.8 *3.2 *().7
Visit doctor/dentist 25.2 49 306 6.2
{Other (a) .. .. 8.7 1.8
Total personal reasons 2249 43.7 2256 46.4
Beneficial for child reasons—
Grood for child 69.2 13.5 59.0 121
Prepare for school 9.6 1.9 9.3 1.9
Totai beneficial for child reasons 788 153 634 4.0
Other 16.8 33 2.1 1.9
Total children who required (additional} formal care 514.1 100.0 48%.2 100.0

fa) In 1990 this category was inciuded vwnder the gencral ‘Other’ category. It was not separately identified.
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TABLE 2.4 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: MAIN TYPE OF (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE REQUIRED BY LABOUR
FORCE STATUS OF PARENTS, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993
C00)

Labour force status of parents

Both parents Both parenis One parent One parent i

Main twpe of Both parents employed  in labour force emplayed unemployed Both parents
{additional ) employed at least one at least one other not in other not in naot in the
formal care required  fufl-time (a) pari-time {a}  unemployed (a) the labour force the labour force labour force {a) Total
Before and after school

care program 329 54.0 10.3 15.4 *2.6 9.8 125.1
Long day care cenlre N 20.5 53 18.8 *2.0 3.2 63.8
Family day care 8.4 20.1 *3.4 14.4 *2.2 10.7 60.2
Occasional care I18.8 58.6 11.8 71.1 10.7 209 191.8
Pre-school *1.6 7.9 *3.0 10,0 *3.0 *4.5 30.0
(Other formal care *3] 4.6 *0.5 6.8 *0.1 *3.2 18.3
Total {additiongl)

formal care required 74.8 165.7 342 136.6 206 574 4892
No (additional)

formal care required 416 716.9 157.3 831.9 149.5 2874 2,596.7
Total children 468.4 8826 191.5 1,028.5 170.1 3448 3,085.9

{a} Includes one parent families.

TABLE 2.5 CHILDREN UNIHR 12 YEARS OF AGE: MAIN TYPE OF (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE REQUIRED, STATES AND
TERRITORIES, JUNE 1993

*000)

Main type of (additional)
formal care required NSW Vic. Qid SA WA Tas. NT ACT Total
Refore and afier school care program 369 328 27.2 12.5 9.2 27 *1.3 2.3 125.1
Long day care centre 21.8 13.7 14.7 3.0 5.3 *1.6 *1.2 *0.5 63.8
Family day care 183 12.5% R LEE 3.1 6.0 2.6 *1.0 *1.1 60.2
Occasional care 53.5 42.4 43.1 15.0 20.8 8.1 3.0 4.0 191.8
Pre-school 17.8 *4.2 =32 *1.2 *2.8 *).3 (.3 *).3 30.0
Other formal care *4.5 «4.8 3.8 *0.9 *26 *03 *0).9 *).4 18.3
Total (additional)

formal care required 1528 1104 1047 427 46.6 156 78 86 4892
No {additionai)

formal care required 8655 652.9 4418 199.3 263.2 62.1 0.3 44.4 2.596.7
Total children 1,048.5 763.3 546.3 242.0 3098 34.7 3181 531 3,085.9

TABLE 2.6 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE: MAIN TYPE OF (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE REQUIRED BY AGE OF

CHILD, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993

(*000)
Age of child (years)

Main type of (additional) Less Six 1o Nine 10
formal care required than one One Two Three Four Five Eight Eleven Total
Before and after school care program — — *0.7 *0.9 *1.3 14.3 59.7 48.2 125.1
Long day care centre 5.0 14.6 15.6 12.3 8.9 *1.8 *2.8 *2.8 63.8
Family day care 14 89 1.4 4.0 52 *4.5 9.1 4.6 60.2
Occasional care 20.8 339 36.0 29.1 216 11.7 219 16.8 191.8
Pre-school — *0.6 *3.9 11.2 12.2 *2.2 — — 30.0
Onher formal carc *1.5 “1.8 *2.3 *1.4 *1.7 *0.7 5.1 *3.8 18.3
Total {additional)

Sormal care required 4.7 398 69.9 683.9 508 352 98.6 762 489.2
Na (additional)

formal carc required 228.6 194.8 190.8 195.7 204.5 218.8 669.8 693.6 2,596.7
Total children 2633 254.6 260.7 259.6 2553 254.0 768.5 7698 3,085.9
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TABLE 2.7 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO REQUIRED {ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON FOR NOT
USING {ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE BY AGE OF CHILD, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993

('000)
Age of child (years)

Main reason for not using Less : Six to
(additional) formal care than one One Two Three Four Five eleven Total
None existed wn area/don’t know of any in area 52 12.2 12.1 13.2 10.3 12.0 692 134.2
Child oo young/old *24 4.8 *3.6 «2.3 *1.4 *0.7 w22 17.4
Transpon/distance *1.9 *1.5 *1.9 *315 *2.1 22 12 20.2
Costhoo expensive 6.1 6.4 14.8 11.4 7.9 3.5 21.8 72.8
Booked out/no places 59 158 14.1 16.2 13.3 *4.1 11.7 81.2
Time available not suitable *1.2 *2.5 *i.l *22 *2.7 #2.0 9.7 234
Other rcasan 8 6.4 9.3 8.3 8.1 5.6 28.6 68.2
Mot known whether care available (a) 2.3 i1 i1.0 6.8 5.0 *3$.2 24.5 TOH
Total children who required

{additional) formal care 34.7 59.8 69.9 639 50.8 35.2 174.9 489.2

ta) The reason for not using (additional) formal care was not asked for these children.

TABLE 2.8 CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OF AGE WHO DID NOT REQUIRE (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE: MAIN REASON
FOR NOT REQUIRING (ADDITIONAL) FORMAL CARE BY AGE OF CHILD, AUSTRALIA, JUNE 1993

Age of child (years)

Main reason for not requiring Less Six to

{additional) formal care than one One Two Three Four Five eleven Total
Child 100 young/old 64.5 238 15.3 8.3 *1.8 *3.0 4.8 131.5
Transport/distance — *0.7 *0.6 *1.3 *1.2 *1.2 1.3 123
Costfion eapensive *4.5 6.0 7.0 59 8.4 7.5 43.1 824
Timne available not suitable *0.5 *0.6 *1.1 *0.7 *0.5 *1.6 8.2 13.3
Prefer to look afier child 48.3 47.7 389 36.3 41.1 40.1 226.0 476.3
Prefer other type of care 12.0 132 11.3 9.8 8.4 10.4 546 119.7
No need 96.4 94.7 111.0 128.1 1369 148.4 971.1 1,686.6
Other reasons 0.2 *22 “1.4 *1.8 *1.6 *0.7 9.0 16.%
No reason *4.2 6.0 *42 *3.5 *4 .5 5.8 29.4 57.5

Total children wha did not
require {sdditional} formal care 2286 194.8 190.8 1957 2045 2188 1,363.5 2,596.7
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains results from the Child Care
Survey conducted throughout Australia in June 1993, It is
a continuation of a scrics of surveys, on this topic,
conducted since 1969. The previous survey was in
November 1990. The major aim of the survey was to
collect data on the receipt of, and demand for child care
for children aged less than 12 years. Information was also
collected on the interaction of working arrangements and
child care. Data on this topic will be published later this
vear in the publication. Work and Family Responsibilities
(4422.0).

Scope and coverage

2. The child care survey was conducted as a
suppiement to the Monthly Population Survey (MPS)
which is bascd on a multi-stage area sample of private
dwellings (houses, flats, etc.) and non-private dwellings
(hospitals, hotels, ctc.). The MPS is described more fully
in The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0).

3. Information for the child care survey was collected
only from private dwellings with children under 12 ycars
of age resident in the selected dwelling. Children visiting
the dwelling were excluded. A number of questions
applicable to the family were asked only once for each
family and were included on the first questionnaire
completed for a child in that family. '

Survey method

4. Informauon about the use of. and demand for child
care was obtained through interviews conducted over a
two week period between 7 and I8 June 1993, Data
collected on the use of child care related to the week prior
to intcrvicw, cxcept in Tasmania, where the data related
to the week of 24 1o 28 May. which was chosen to avoid
a reference period that fell during school holidays.

5. Where possible the information was obtained from
the child’s mother. Otherwise the father or another
responsible adult in the houschold (c.g. grandparent)
provided the data.

6. The classification into care type was generally based
on the respondent’s perception. During the interview they
were shown cards listing the types of care and only if they
asked for clarification, were they given a morc detailed
description.

Related publications
7. Other ABS publications which may be of interest

include:

Child Care. Ausiralia, June 1990 (4402.0)
Social Indicaiors No. 5 1992 (4101.0)
Australian Social Trends (4102,0)

Women in Australia (4113.0)

How Australians Use Their Time — Selected Findings
from the 1992 Time Use Survey, Australia (4153.0)

Australia’s Families — Selected Findings from the 1992
Survey of Families in Australia (4418.0)

Job Search Experience of Unemployed Persons, Australia
(62220}

Career Experience, Australia (6254.0)
Employment Benefits, Australia (6334.0)
Working Arrangements, Australia (6342.0)

1988-89 Household Expenditure Survey, Australia, De-
tailed Expenditure ftems (6535.0).

8. Publications to be released later this year:

Focus on Families — A Statistical Series—
Demographics and Family Formation (4420.0)
Education and Employment (4421.0)

Work and Family Responsibilities (4422.0)

Caring in Families: Support for Persons Who Are
Older or Have Disabilities (4423,0)

Income and Housing (4424.0)
Families and Quality of Life (4425.0)

9. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Cawlogue of Publications and Products, (1101.0).
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and

" Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics

10. As well as the statistics included in this publication,
the ABS can produce upon request customised tables from
the survey. Inquiries should be made to the contact shown
at the front of this publication. Topics that will be
available from the survey include:

Demographic items

Number of children aged 0-11 in family

Sex of child

Age of child

Country of birth of child

Year of arrival of child

Whether language other than English spoken at home

Main language spoken at home
® School attendance
® Total income of each parent

® Main source of income



Child care arrangements: formal and informal care

Type of carc arrangements used
Days of aticrdance
Hours of care

Time of day (only available for Informal Care and Be-
fore and Afier School Care)

Cost of care
Reasons for usc of child carc

Location and preference of location for Kindergarten
and Long Day Care

Demand for formal care

Type of formal care required

Number of days more care required

Reasons for wanting/not wanting more formal care
Reasons more care not available

Preference for formal over informal care

Employer assisted child care

Type of child care assistance provided by employer
Whether employer assisted care used by parent

Sick Care

Number of days child sick in last six months from
school or formal care

Whether parent took time off work to care for child
Type of leave parent took off work to care for child

Whether any other arrangemenis other than time off
work used to care for child

Preferred child care arrangements of working parents
with sick children

Other

Whether parents normally use any types of working
arrangements to care for their children

Awareness of fee relief
Attendance at vacation care
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TECHNICAL NOTE ON DATA RELIABILITY

Estitnation Procedure

Estimates obtained from the survey were derived
using a complex ratio estimation procedure, which ensures
that they conform to an independently estimated
distribution of the population by age, sex and state.

Change in Estimation Procedure

2. There has been a change in the procedure used to
estimate the number of familics with children aged 0-11
vears. In the 1990 survey the estimation formula was
based on the number of families with children aged 0-14
years calculated from the Monthly Population Survey. For
1993 an adjustment factor has been determined to allow
an estimate to be made based on the number of families
with children aged (11 years, not families with children
aged 0-14 years as in 1990. This has resulted in a slightly
lower estimate of the total number of families with
children aged (-11 years than reported in the 1990 survey.

3. Plcase note that there has been no change in the
procedure used 1o estimate the number of children aged
0-11 years. These figures can be directly compared with
previous survey results,

Reliability of the Estimates

4,  Estimaics provided in this publication are subject to
nen-sampling and sampling errors.

Non-sampling error

5. Non-sampling errors may arise as a result of emors
in thc reporting, recording or processing of the data and
can occur ¢ven if there is a complete enumeration of the
population. These errors can be introduced through
inadequacics in the questionnaire; non-response;
inaccuraic rcporting by respondents; errors in the
application of survey procedures; incorrect recording of
answers; and crrors in data entry and processing.

6. It is difficult to measure the size of non-sampling
errors and the extent of these errors could vary
considerably in significance from survey to survey and
from question to question. However, every effort is made
in the design of the survey and devclopment of survey
procedures to minimise the effects of these emors.

Sampling error

7. Sampling error is the error which occurs by chance
because the data were only obtained from a sample, not
the entire population.

Standard error of estimates

8. One measure of the variability of estimates which
occurs as a result of surveying only a sample of the
population is the standard error (SE). This measures the
extent to which an estimate might have varied by chance
because only a sample of houscholds was included. There
are about two chances in three that a survey estimate 1s
within on¢ standard cmor of the figure that would have
been obtained if all dwellings had been included, and
about nineteen chances in twenty, that it is within two
standard errors. That is, there are 19 chances in 20 that the
trye estimate is in the range:

x — 25E(x) to x + 2SE(x)

(where x is the estimate)

9. The standard error of an estimate may be obtained
from the tables below.,

Relative standard errors

10. The standard error can also be expressed as a
percentage of estimates and this is known as relative
standard error (RSE). Whilst the standard error increases
as the size of the estimate incrcases, the relative standard
error will decrease so that larger estimates are relatively
more reliable than smaller ones.

11. The RSE is determined by dividing the standard
error of an estimate SE(x) by the estimate x and
expressing it as a percentage. That is:

RSE() = SE(x) x (@J
12. Proportions and perceniages formed from the ratio of
two estimates are also subject to sampling error. The size
of the error depends on the accuracy of both the
numerator and the denominator. The formula for the RSE
of a proportion or percentage is—

RSEG] = V[RSEW)]? — [RSE()]

13, Only estimates with an RSE of less than 25 per cent
are regarded as sufficiently reliable for most purposes,
However, estimates and percentages with larger RSE have
been included in this publication, preceded by an * to
indicate that they should only be used with caution.
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STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES—CHILDREN

Australiu

Relative

standard
Size of . error
estimate NSW Vic. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT {number)  (per cent)
100 120 .. . 110 .. 30 120 90 100 100.7
200 200 220 210 170 210 130 170 140 160 BL.5
300 260 200 260 210 260 160 200 170 210 71.5
400 320 340 300 250 300 200 23) 190 260 64.8
500 370 390 340 290 330 220 250 220 300 60.0
600 410 430 370 320 360 250 270 240 140 56.2
8OO 500 510 430 370 420 290 310 270 400 50.6
1,000 570 570 480 420 470 330 340 300 460 46.5
1,300 L] 660 550 480 530 370 380 340 550 42,0
1,500 730 720 590 520 570 400 400 360 600 39.7
1,800 B0 790 650 570 620 440 440 390 660 36.9
2,000 870 840 680 a00 660 460 430 410 710 35.4
2,500 7 990 940 770 670 730 520 500 450 810 323
3,000 1100 1.050 240 730 790 560 540 4380 900 29.9
3,500 1,200 1,100 910 790 850 600 570 510 980 28.0
4,000 1300 1,200 970 340 910 840 610 540 1,050 26.4
4,500 1,350 1,250 1,050 890 960 670 640 570 1,150 25.1
5000 1,450 1,350 1,100 940 1,000 710 660 590 1,200 24.0
6,000 1600 1,450 1,200 1,000 1,100 760 720 630 1,350 221
10,000 2.050 1,850 1,550 1.300 1.350 330 830 T60 1.750 17.5
20,000 2,850 2,550 2,150 1,750 1,800 1,200 1,150 950 2,500 12.5
50,000 4150 3,500 3,300 2,550 2,650 1.600 1,650 1,250 2,900 7.%
10K, 00 5,400 5.000 4,600 3,300 3,450 1,500 2,150 t.450 5,300 5.3
200,000 6,800 6,400 6,400 4,200 4,450 2,200 2,800 t.700 7.200 3.6
300,000 1.700 7.400 7.700 4,800 5,100 2.350 - 1,850 8500 2.8
500,000 8.800 8,800 9,700 5,600 6,100 2,550 10,300 2.1
1,000,000 10,500 10,900 13,300 6,900 7.600 .. 13,300 1.3

GLOSSARY

Area of usual residence

State Capital Cities: This includes the Swalistical Divisions
of Sydnev, Mclboumne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and
Hobart. Please note that Darwin and Canberra are
excluded from this category.

Balunce of Australia: Includes all arcas outside of the
capital citics mentioned above plus Canberra and Darwin.

Before and After School Care Program
A type of formal care available 1o school aged children
before and/er after school hours.

Brother/sister/step care
Informal carc by the child’s brothers or sisters, including
step brothers or sisters.

Child care
Relates to those types of care described as formal and
informal.

Chilidren

Refers to all children under 12 years of age in scope for
the survey.

Cost of care

Money paid by parents for child to attend child care.
Includes a catcgory of ‘no cost’,

Employed persons

Employed persons ar¢ those aged 15 years and older
during the reference week that worked for one hour or
more for pay, profit, commission or payment in kind in a

- job or business, or on a farm; or work without pay in a

family business or on an farm (i.e. unpaid family helpers).

Also included are: Employees who had a job but werc not
at work and were: on paid leave: leave without pay for
less than four weeks; stood down without pay for less
than four weeks; on strike or lockout; on workers’
compensation and expected 1o be returning to their job; or
receiving wages or salary while undertaking full time
study, and

Employers. self-employed persons or unpaid family
helpers who had a job, business or farm, but were not at
work.

Full-time workers are employed persons who usually
worked 335 hours or more a week and others who,
although usually work less than 35 hours a week, worked
35 hours or more during the reference week.

Part-time workers are employed persons who usually
worked less than 35 hours a week and who did so during
the reference week.



Family

For the purpose of this publication, a family consists of
one or two parents and one or more children under 12
years of age, regardless of whether older children or other
relatives are also usually resident.

Family Day Care

A type of formal care offered in private homes by
registered carers, available for a full day to children of ajl
ages.

Family type
Refers to one or (wo parent familics,

Father

The natural, adopted or step father of the child; or the
malc 1egal guardian of the child; or the spouse or de facto
parmer of the mother.

Formal care

Regulated care away from the child’s home, which
includes Pre-school; Before and After School Care
Program; Long Day Care Centre; Family Day Care;
QOccasional Care and Other Formal Care.

Informal care

Non-regulated care either in the child’s home or
elsewhere. It includes care by (step)brothers or sisters;
carc by relatives (including non-custodial parent} and by
other persons, '

Long Day Care Centre

Regulated. centre based care which is generally available
to children between birth and school age for the full day.
Centres arc usually open for most of the year,

Main type of (additional) formal care required

Main type of (additional} formal care required for children
already using formal care and for those children who do
not use any. Respondents were asked was there any time
in the last four weeks when they would have liked to use
any (morc) formal care services.

Mother

The naturai. adopted or step mother of the child; or the
female legal puardian of the child; or the spouse or de
facto partner of the father,
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Occasional Care

Regulated care, which is generally available to children
between birth and school age for short periods of time to
allow parents to shop, attend appointments, or to take
brief breaks from parenting.

Other Formal Care

This includes any other non-home based formal care
whose primary function is the care of children for short
periods of time. It also includes adjunct care. An example
is; facilities available at a fitmess centre to care for the
child while the parent participates in the centre’s activities.

Other person care
Care by people who are not related to the child.

Other relative care

Care by relations of the child excluding (step) brothers
and sisters; includes in-laws, ex-wives/husbands of the
parent interviewed.

Pre-school

A type of formal care generally available in school hours
during scheol terms for children from 3 years of age
(younger children are sometimes accepted) up to the
school starting age. Children usually have fixed
attendance times. Also known as Kindergarten in some
States.

Persons not in the labour force

To be classified as being in the labour force, a person
musi be aged 15 years or over and either be employed or
unemployed. Persons not in the labour force, thercfore,
include all persons aged 15 years and over that do not
meet the criteria to be classified as either employed or
unemployed.

Reason used care

The respondent was asked to identify their main reason
for using child care,

Work related reasons also include looking for work and
studying/training for work

Personal reasons include shopping, entertainment, social
Or sporting activities, give parents a break/time alone, care
for relatives, visit doctor etc. and or undertake
voluntary/community activities.

Beneficial for child reasons include, good for child and to
prepare them for school.
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A wide range of ABS data are available on electronic media. Selections of most
frequently requested statistics are available, updated daily, on DISCOVERY (Key "656#).
The ABS PC TELESTATS service delivers major economic indicator main features
ready to download into personal computers on the day of release. The PC AussSTATS
service enables on-line access to a data base of thousands of up-to-date time series.
Selected datasets are also available on diskette or Co-RoM. For more details on
electronic data services available, contact Information Services in any of the ABS
Offices (see Information Inquiries below for contact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles of various publications available from ABS bookshops in alil
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost (teiephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Ofices Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales

SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 (02) 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 815 7000 (03) 615 7829
BRISBANE {07y 222 8351 (07) 222 6350
PERTH (09) 323 5140 (09} 323 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 (08) 237 7582
HOBART {002) 205 800 (002) 205 800
CANBERRA (08) 207 0326 (06) 207 0326
DARWIN (089) 432 111 (089) 432 111
National Office

ACT (06) 252 6007 (06) 008 020 608

>

Information Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001

or any ABS office



